Marina, restaurant and other amenities coming to Steel Point
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BRIDGEPORT — As the large group gathered at the end of Pembroke Street on Monday afternoon, the cool,
spring breeze caused the women’s hair and men’s ties to wave.
It was the first time in years that anyone had walked along the edge of the Steel Point peninsula. The site’s industrial past has meant zero access to the waterfront there for decades.
By next summer, however, spending an afternoon walking, and even dining, along the water’s edge could be a
regular occurrence, the principals of Bridgeport Landing Development promised.
Robert Christoph Sr. and his son, Robert Christoph Jr., principal developers of the Steelpointe Harbor project,
were in town Monday to celebrate the groundbreaking for the first phase of a waterfront walkway, marina and
construction of a 35,000-square-foot dock master’s building, which is to include a restaurant and office space.
“This is the beginning,” said Christoph Jr. “We’ve been waiting many years for this moment.”
His father called the development a “second engine for the site.”

If all goes according to plan, the project — the first along the south side of Stratford Avenue — will be completed
by next summer, said Christoph Sr.
The project follows completion several years ago of anchor tenant Bass Pro Shops and a retail plaza containing a
T-Mobile store, Starbucks and Chipotle on sites north of Stratford Avenue.
“This is what I hoped would be happening when I invested in the ballpark way back in 1996,” said Mickey Herbert, head of the Bridgeport Regional Business Council and former Bridgeport Bluefish baseball team owner.
“It takes time,” said Mayor Joe Ganim, who held the reins for the project and the city during his first administration in the 1990s and picked up where his predecessor, Bill Finch, left off when he was reelected in 2015.
Christoph Sr. said construction on the dock master’s building should begin in the next 45 to 60 days, after a company is chosen to complete the work. Bridgeport Landing is now in talks with several restaurant operators for a
“waterfront, seafood-themed” establishment within the building, Christoph Jr. said.

The office space will be occupied in part by Florida-based Bridgeport Landing’s Bridgeport office, which is now
located on Middle Street in the downtown, and a local office for BL Companies, the engineering and architectural company for the project.
The Christophs said they expect to have several other groundbreakings for Steel Point and the nearby Seaview
Plaza site later this year. The next phase on Steel Point will include roughly 170 market-rate apartments close to
Stratford Avenue, said Christoph Sr.
That building is to have retail on the ground floor, which he said will be filled with small businesses that can provide amenities for the residents.
He said he hopes to break ground on that phase in the fall.
At around the same time, Christoph Sr. said, he hopes to start construction of the grocery store and several other
of the proposed developments in Seaview Plaza, which sits at the intersection of Seaview and Stratford avenues,
just down the street from Steel Point.
He said besides the Gala Fresh grocery store already announced, the site, which is also a waterfront property, will
contain a gas station with a convenience store and car wash, a neighborhood mall with small retailers, and the
movie theater once planned for Steel Point.
Despite the city’s announcement that a Dave & Buster’s restaurant would be on that site as well, Christoph Sr.
said that deal is still being negotiated.

Tom Gill, economic development director for Bridgeport, said the start of work on the dock master’s building on
Steel Point this summer will mark the beginning of a transformation for the harbor.
“It should stop the naysayers,” Herbert added. “Well, it won’t stop them but it can slow them down.”
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